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2 are the Light of the World. 


RITA HAT our bleſſed Savicg might anſwer the 
Intention of his Coming into the World, 
and juſtly deſerve the Title and the Cha- 
racter of the Meſſiah, he purſued thoſe Mea - 
ſures, both in his Doctrine and Example, 
I Wo "GAR which were, in the exacteſt Manner, calcu- 
lared to meke his Miſlion uſeful to Mankind, not only 
at the Time in which he lived himſelf, but to all the diſtant 
and ſucceeding Ages of the World. 

In this admirable and comprehenſive Sermon upon the 
Mount, in which he taught and promulgated the Doctrine 
of his Religion, there are ſome Paſſages which evidently 
confirm this Obſervation; and which, tho' intended for 
the Inſtruction of all ſorts of Chriſtians, yet have a more 
peculiar Propriety when applied to the Sacred Apoſtolic 
Character. 

OF this ſort are the Words before us; and, as our Savi- 
our's Directions are of a Moral Nature, conducing to the 
Peace and Comfort of Mankind, ſo we may reaſonably. 
conclude, that they not only concern'd the Firſt and Inſpir'd 
Teachers of his Religion, but that they are likewiſe to be 
extended to all who ſhould hercafter propagate and ad- 
Vance it. 


B ; THERE 


14 
THERE is no Doubt but that in the . of Lizkr, 
which he has made uſe of, he intended to expreſs the chief 


and moſt efſential Part of their Employment, and to include 

in it every amiable and every uſeful Virtue; whatever 
was requilite to adorn and complete their own Lives and. 

Characters, and to make them ſerviceable and advantageous 


to the World. 
AND, indeed, the obvious Interpretation and Import 


of this Title, may convince us that he appointed thoſe to 
whom he gave it, to make it their ſolemn Buſineſs and 
Endeavour to diffuſc Knowledge and Inſtruction amongſt. 


all whom they ſhould converſe with; and by their exem- 
plary Behaviour in their ſeveral publick Stations, to make 
the Encouragements to Virtue, and the Motives to Good- 
manners, evident and conſpicuous in the midſt of a diſ- 
ſolute and corrupted World. 


AND. as this was the Deſign of the great 1 of our 


Religion, when he firſt gave Commiflion and delegated 


the Apoſtles Meſſengers of his Goſpel; ſo it may very well 


conſiſt both with the Occaſion and the Words before us; 


to conſider the Duty of the Teachers of Chriſtianity, with 
reſpect to thoſe Inſtructions which they are to diſpenſe unto: 
Mankind; and what ſort of Meaſures and Conduct they 


muſt purſue, to recommend it to the World in. the way. 
of Life and Manners. 


In the Firſt Place, WI are to peer 1 ſort of 


Inſtructions the Teachers of Chriſtianity are to diſpenſe 


unto the World, as Men appointed by its Author to be. 
a Light to others in it. In the Fullneſs of Time, when 
the 7ewyh Superſtition, and the Gentile Ignorance and 


Impicty, had made a new Revelation of the Divine Will 


expedient, in which their natural Notions of Worth and 
Imperfection, Right and Wrong, might be reſtor d; then 


was the Meſſiah ent, by divine Appointment, to reveal 


to thoſe who had forfeited God' $ Favour, the Terms ws : 
| is 
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his Acceptance; and to preach Remiſſion upon a Repen- 


tance of their Sins; — to reveal, That whoſoever would 


imitate his Example, and obey the Precepts which he deli- 


' verd; whoſoeyer would return to the Practice of Religion 
in its natural and true Simplicity, the proper Love of God 


and one another with Sincerity and Truth; that theſe 
ſhould obtain the Favour and Forgiveneſs of the Almighty, 
and be finally rewarded with everlaſting Happineſs. It 


being thus evidently one of the chief Intentions of our 


5 Saviour, to revive in Mankind their genuine and original 


' Notions of Religion, loſt, it was very apparent, in the 


groſs Superſtition of one ſort of Men, and the total Depra- 


vity of another, we may conclude, that it is the Buſineſs 


of the Teachers of his Goſpel, to inculcate ſuch Doctrines 
as are of undoubted, indiſpenſable Obligation, as are either 


reaſonable in themſelves, or, by their Inſtitution, have a 


Tendency to mend the Heart and Temper. | 
IN purſuance of this Deſign, the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 


it muſt always be acknowledged, is excellently calculated; 
and, as the primary End of it is to perſuade us to renounce 


and put away our Vices, reform our Minds, and, by that 
Means ſecure our preſent and future Happineſs; —the 


Happineſs of the Poor, the Weak and the Unletter'd, as 


well as of the Great, the. Learned and the Wiſe; fo it is 
neceſlary that the Doctrines which are taught us, in the 


Name, and under the Sanction of Chriſtianity, ſhould all 


of them be plain and eaſy of Apprehenſion, without any 
uncertain or any doubtful Explications. Beſides this, we are 
to conſider, that when the Deity hath thought fit to reveal 

himſelf to the World, and to diſcover thoſe Articles which 
are of the utmoſt Importance to the Happineſs of Man- 
kind; it is a Contradiction to ſuppoſe, that they ſhould ſtill 


remain obſcure and hard to be underſtood ; or that he has 


not laid open and made manifeſt to all Men, whatever 
Truth i is ans that all Mankind ſhould know. 


B2 THis 


[ 4] 


Trts is furcly an Obſervation which every one muſt. 


have made, as being extremely plain and evident-in itfelf; 
but which, however, may be deduced from the Tenour of 
our Saviour's Preaching throughout the Goſpel, where, 
Inſtead of any abſtruſe and unintelligible Queſtions or Opt- 
nions, which terminate in Speculation only, he has given 
us a Set of Precepts which concern the Heart and Prac- 
tice; — an Inſtitution full of Wiſdom, and every way 
accommodated to univerfal Uſe, to the meaneſt as well as 
to the higheſt Underſtanding. 


AND indeed, when we conſider that the Wiſdom of | 


God could not probably aim at any other Deſign in com- 


municating himſelf to us, than to inform us in the Na- 
ture of Good and Evil, and to place Life and Death before 


us, that our Behaviour and our Choice might be well di- 


rected ; it will appear an Abſurdity to ſuppoſe, that any 
Part of a Revelation, coming from him directly, can pro- 


pound Dottrines either repugnant tt, or merely reſting 
in the Underſtanding, as Articles of Faith which are neceſ- 


ſary to Salvation, and much leſs Doctrines which have an. 


evil Tendency. 


ONE of the Apoſtles has aſſured us, that the chief bn 


tion of that: Religion which is deſcended down from above, 
and which is revealed and authoriſed by the Almighty, is 
particularly to promote the Peace and the Purity of our 


Lives: Nay, it is evident, that our Lord himſelf came cer- 


tainly to reform the Errors which produced the Vices of 
Mankind; and all the Doctrines which he has given us, 
and all, the Articles which he has propoſed. to our Faith, 
were originally deſigned, and ultimately tend to improve 
the Minds and Manners of his Diſciples. | 

AND as ſuch is the Nature and Defien of thaks Inſtruc- 


tions which are to be met with in our Saviour's Goſpel ;. ſo 
he has given us an invariable and unerring Rule, whereby 


we may diſcover the Value and Importance of any Prin- 


cipkes in Religion, in an . to the Judgment which 
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we make of a Tree by the Fruit which it produces; and 
which, with ſome little Variation, may ſerve for an Illu- 
ſtration of the Point now before us. As the Fruits of a a 
Tree appeal to a Senſe which is common to all Men, fo 
the Doctrines which are of real and univerſal Obligation, 
appeal likewiſe to a moral Senſe, equally common, and 
in the Frame of Nature: And as the Fruits which have no 
Taſte, but appear only to the Eye, the Smell, or Touch, 
| cannot therefore poflibly be approved by the Palate, or 
are not proper to be applied to it; ſo the Doctrines which 
gare only curious or philoſophical, as they appeal not at all 


to the moral Senſe of Men, but to quite different Facul © 1 
ties, ſo it is plain that they have no religious nor moral = 


Obligation. How very natural a Conſequence is it from 
this Alluſion, that the chief and important Part of the 
ſacred Character conſiſts in recommending, with the greateſt 
Seriouſneſs and Fervency, the Truths which have a Ten- 
dency to moralize the Life and Temper of Mankind. 
to inculcate thoſe Laws and Maxims of Bchaviour, which 
become our Relation to God and to one another; and in 
which conſiſts the Excellence and the Perfection of our 
Nature! . 
THE Goſpel, we muſt allow, has for many Ages paſt 
been planted amongſt us; and therefore the Buſineſs of its 
Teachers ſeems now to be more limited, and in a much 
narrower Compaſs than when it was at firſt to be promul- 
gated and eſtabliſhed in the World. It is not ſo much to 
inculcate upon CHriſtians the Reality and Advantages of 
our bleſſed Saviour's Miſſion, the Idolatry of the Pagan, 
or the Defects of Fewiiſb Worſhip, as continually to en- 
force the Precepts of Chriſtianity upon the Conſciences of 
Men, to improve them in the Practice of real Inward Ho- 
lineſs; and, by making them like the Deity, who is con- 
ſummate Goodneſs, to fit them for the Enjoyment of im- 


mortal Happineſs. | 
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THE whole Tendency of thoſe Inſtructions which our 
bleſſed Lord has given us, as it has already been taken 


notice of, and as it will ſtill further appear by conſidering the 
Scheme of Duties which he has injoined us; the Duties 


of a Poſitive as well as thoſe which are of a Moral Na- 


ture; this is evidently to purity and adorn human Life 


with the Virtues ſuitable to our Make and Compoſition ; 


and, inſtead of filling Mens Heads with Notions, which 
may rather confound than convince their Underſtandings, 


to fill their Hearts with good Affections, and to bring them 


to Repentance, and a better Mind. 


'' WHosoEtveR will recollect theſe admirable Inſtructi- ; 
ons, and make their Obſeryations on them with this View, 


will perceive, that inſtead of dark and idle Speculations, 


hard to be underſtood ; or which, if ever ſo perſpicuous, 


have no moral Influence; inſtead of ſubtle and myſterious 


Syſtems of Tradition, irreconcileable with Probability and 
all which were too notorious 
inſtead of theſe, our bleſſed Saviour 


human Apprehenſion ; ; 


has only recommended, in the moſt elegant Simplicity, 
the Laws of Truth and Righteouſneſs; —what only con- 
duces to make us eaſy within ourſelves, kind and chari- 
table to one another here, and happy with the ſupreme 


| Intelligence hereafter. They will perceive, that the whole 


Deſign of our bleſſed Saviour's Miniſtry was to promote 


the univerſal Happineſs of Mankind in the conſtant Exer- 


ciſe of Virtue; and that, inſtead of provoking them to 


mutual Animoſity, Bitterneſs and Strife, upon the Score 


of different Opinions about the Circumſtantials of Reli- 


gion, he has not ſo much as concern'd himſelf with any ſuch 


Externals, but has only recommended, withgreat Strength 


and Beauty, the Virtues which adorn and perfect Human 15 


Nature. 
INSTEAD of any ſuch Ene as will ſerve only 
to inflame the Paſſions of Mankind, and to ſtir up their 


Reſcntments becauſe of a different Apprehenſion, though 
| bin 
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in Matters of the laſt Importance; inſtead of any Attempts 
to overthrow the Natural or the Civil Rights of Men, 


or of encouraging any particular Factions in Religion, we 


muſt acknowledge, that our bleſſed Saviour has, on the 
other hand, requir'd us to imitate God's Perfections in 
an univerſal Regard to the whole rational World, and 
injoined us the Practice of Love and Charity, as the Bond 
of Peace and Virtue. | RTE 


' THERE are ſo many Inſtances to be given of our bleſ- 


ſed Saviour's Precepts, which have this only Tendency ; 
and it is ſo evident throughout his Goſpel, that he came 
not to deſtroy, but to preſerve the Exerciſe of Beneyolence 


in its utmoſt Latitude and Extent, that one muſt be ex- 
tremely ignorant of the whole Tenour of his Inſtitution, 
not to perceive it calculated to promote, as much as poſ- 
_ fible, the Diſpoſitions which make us uſeful and agreeable: 


to one another. TT Th, 
IT is ſo far from giving Countenance to the uſe of any 


temporal Severities and Diſcouragements for not believing - 
right, or from favouring any cruel or compulſive Methods 


in the Propagation of his Religion, that we find many ex-- 


preſs Directions to the contrary; and that he ſeems to kave 
left the Truth intirely to itſelf, to make its own way, 


without any ſuch Aſſiſtances, which are ſo oppoſite to the 


Views and Influence of Religion. For, when ſome of 


his Diſciples were for bringing Fire from Heaven, to avenge 


them of the Samaritans, whoſe Opinions in Religion had 


occaſion'd: ſome Rudeneſs and Incivility towards his Per- 
ſon; our Saviour, who came not with Judgments to com- 


_ pell, but with Gentleneſs to perfuade Mankind, rebuk'd: 


with ſome Vehemence this ill-direted Zeal, by telling 
them, they knew not what manner of Spirit they were 
contending for; that they had miſtaken the Temper and 


_ Diſpoſition. of Mind which he intended to promote and 


inculcate in. his Goſpel; and which was directly contrary 
to any ſuch malignant and envenomed Spirit: That the 
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Qualities which he ehoſe to recommend in his Institution, 
were, on the other hand, Forbearance, Meekneſs, and 
Good - will; and that there was no Method more effectual 
of ſhewing their ſincere Obedience to the Almighty, than 
by an impartial Regard, without any little Diſtinctions, 

for all their Fellow- Creatures, even as for themſelves. 
Ap now, if ſuch is the Nature, the Tendency and 
Deſign of all thoſe Inſtructions which Chriſt himſelf hath 
Publiſhed; if his whole Intention was to ſecure the Prac- 
tice of Religion in the Life and Temper of Mankind, and 
to perſuade them to thoſe amiable and engaging Diſpoſi- 
tions, which are ſo much the Ornament and Perfection of 


1 our Nature; then hence we may be convinced of the Duty 
11 of the preſent Teachers of Chriſtianity, with reſpect to 
thoſe Inſtructions which they are to deliver to the World, 3 

as Men appointed by its Author, to be a Light to others in it. 

It may convince us, that it becomes thoſe who have taken 

upon them the Name and the Profeſſion of his Miniſters, Þ 

to have no other End in view in the publick Leſſons which = 


they inculcate, but that for which our Saviour came down 

from Heaven, and dwelt upon this Earth; and to make 
their whole Doctrine ſubſervient to the Intereſt of Truth 4 

and Righteouſneſs. —_ 
Tax Methods of carrying this Deſign into execution : 

with a Probability of Succeſs, are, without doubt, to : 1 

be learned from the Nature of thoſe Subjects which our * | 
Lord himſelf inſiſted on; and which, it has been juſt now ˖ 
obſerved, were ſuch as had an immediate Influence upon 
the Life, in adjuſting the ſeveral Paſſions and Affections 
| of the Mind to the Purſuit of proper Objects, and fo con- 
ö ducting us to the diſcharge of our Duty to God, our Neigh- 
| 
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bour, and Ourſelves. 
AND therefore, To teach a rational Obedience and 


1 Sriubmiſſion to the Almighty, as the wiſeſt and beſt of 
| Beings, and the great Director and Diſpoſer of Events, 
13 125 from whom alone our Life and all our Comforts are de- 
3 | _ rived; 


* 


AX þ. 
+xived; to recommend the higheſt Eſteem and Veneration 
g of his Perfections, and the moſt abſolute Dependence upon 
nis Care and Providence as the Governor of the World; 
co perſuade Men to the Exerciſe of Friendſhip and Bene- 
Vvolence, and the Diſpoſitions which make us Juſt, For- 
of giving, Rind and Uſeful; to enforce Meekneſs and -Humi- 
lity, Temperance and Chaſtity, with the ſeveral particu- 
lar Branches of our Duty, which Chriſt hath taught us in 
his Goſpel; and for the better Security of the Practice of 
theſe Virtues, to obviate thoſe Pretences whereby Men 
excuſe an Attendance upon the Means and Inſtruments of 
Religion. This ſeems to be the Province of the Meſlen- 
gers of Truth; and this alone to be the Buſineſs of all 
_ thoſe Inſtructions which the Teachers of Chriſtianity- are 
to deliver. to. Mankind. 55 ä 


Ix remains therefore now that we cofiſider, in the Second 
. Place, What ſort of Meaſures and Conduct they muſt 
purſue, to recommend it to the World in the way of 
Life and Manners. | „„ 
ANp here, in this Point, it is likewiſe neceſſary, that 
we may keep clear of all Objection, to draw our Obſer- 
vations from the Behaviour of the great Eaw-giver him- 
ſelf; whoſe Perfections, indeed, it is not for Mortals to 
aſpire to, but whom it is the Glory of their Conduct to 
imitate and reſemble, as far as human Frailties will per- 
mit them. And though our Saviour's own Deportment 
was in all reſpects anſwerable to the Doctrines which he 
taught the World, and there was no one Virtue which 
now becomes a Chriſtian, or a Man, which was wanting 
in his Example; yet we muſt allow, that what ſtrikes and 
engages our Attention moſt in a Review of his perſonal 
Conduct, is a thorough Inoffenſiveneſs and Humility on 
the one hand, and an univerſal Benevolence and Uſeful- 
neſs on the other, e 


C „„ 
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Pow Fewſh Scribes and Doctors had always been re- 
markable for a Love of Superſtition, and an external Holi- 


neſs; and becauſe they ſucceeded Maſes and the Prophets 


in being Teachers and Expounders of the Law of God, 
they had requir d an implicit Attention to their Inftruc- 
tions, and a facred Regard and Veneration for their Cha- 


rater, when, at the ſame time, they were notorious for 


aN eglect of Moral Diſcipline, the Duties which are of. 
infinite and eternal Obligation. Though it was very plain 


that they impos d the Precepts of the Law in the ſevereſt 
Senſe and Rigour upon other Men, and added even their 


own Traditions to make it burdenſome yet there was 
nothing of it which could ever be diſcerned amongſt them- 


ſelves, but only in thoſe Works which were to be ſeen 
in publick, which belonged to them as ſitting in the Seat 
of Moſes, or which would give them the Pre- eminence and 


the Character of holy Men. 
Bur our Saviour, who had an Averſion to theſewicked: 


Uſurpations over the Conſciences of one another, having. 3 


caution'd his Diſciples againſt their Pride and Vanity in: 
_ delighting to be called Guides and Rabbies; and having, 
on the contrary, injoin'd them not to contend for Supe- 
riority and Precedence, but to condeſcend with mutual: 


Charity and Reſpect ;: lo, to enforce theſe Precepts, he gave 
-the greateſt Inſtances of Humility in his own. Behaviour: 


upon all Occaſions that came before him; and by the un- 
affected Meekneſs and Lowlineſs of Mind, which he diſ- 
cover'd thro' the Courſe of his own. Miniſtry, moſt power- 
fully recommended the Practice of theſe Virtues, to thoſe 
who ſhould at any. Time. take upon: them the Office of 


Teaching in his Name. He has even expreſly commanded' 


that they ſhould learn this particular Diſpoſition of him; 


and there is no doubt but that the Airs of State and Gran- 


deur, which were too often practis d by the Prieſts among 
the Fews, muſt neceſſarily be a Weight upon the Uſeful- 


Wan of . who were to r a Religion directly 
contra- 


3 
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 contradifting the Ways of Pride and Haughtineſs. And 


indeed the whole Turn and Bent of his Converſation 


amongſt thoſe who treated him with great Contempt and 


Inſolence, may convince us, that he intended by his own 


good Example, to banifh the Diſpoſitions which obtain'd 
fo much amongſt them, to the Bane and Prejudice of 


Mankind. | | | : Ts 
WHosSOEVER will recolle&t ſome of the moſt con- 


ſpicuous Incidents in the Life and Conduct of our Savi- 
our, will perceive, that what he ſeems to have laid the 


greateſt Streſs upon, and what, by his own Behaviour, he 


- peculiarly enforc'd on thoſe who then attended him, was 


an Integrity of Manners, without any Guile or Diſſimula- 
tion; an honeſt Plainneſs and Sincerity of Heart, diffufing 
Benevolence and Good-will, and the greateſt Forbearance 
and Gentleneſs of Nature, amidft the injurious Treatment 


of corrupt and fooliſh Men. 


IN the whole Hiſtory of his Life and Actions, as it is 


given us by the ſacred Writers, there is not one Inſtance 
to be met with, of his exerciſing any malicious or revenge- 
ful Diſpoſition, ſubſervient indeed to the Views of Cruelty 


and Ambition, but which is plainly deſtructive of the Peace 


and Happineſs of the World: And inſtead of confining 


the Virtues of his Conduct within the narrow Bounds 
which Intereſt or Artifice might ſuggeſt, we find him 


_ uſing his Oppoſers with the utmoſt Clemency and Con- 


deſcenſion, and with the greateſt Mildneſs of Perſuaſion 
endeavouring to bring them over to the Truth. Though 
there were many inſolent Attempts to bring his Perſon 
and his Doctrine into Contempt and Ridicule, yet he only 
deſir d to oppoſe Truth to Falſhood, Religion to Impo- 
ſture, and never exercis d a Power which he could moſt 
certainly have made uſe of, to ſilence ſuch daring and im- 


pious Infidelity. He was, in a particular manner, careful, 


throughout every Part of his Conduct, to avoid any inter- 
meddling with temporal or civil Matters, as what in 
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fort related to the Buſineſs of his Miſſton, but was rather 


| inconſiſtent with the Sanctity of his Character, as a Teacher 


of Truth and Righteouſneſs. 
As it was eaſy for him to perceive, that Superſtition 


and Enthuſiaſm, the Forms and Externals, inſtead of the 


Life and Virtues of Religion, would always receive Coun- 
tenance in weak and vitious Minds, ſo he was therefore 
very ſolicitous to avoid giving Encouragement to any 


Formality and Preciſencſs, which might have a Tendency 


to promote it; and, by the Freedom of his Converſation, 
endeavour d ſo much to ftop the Progreſs: of it, that he. 


Vas even ſuſpected to be a Libertine himſelf by the Deyout: 


amongſt the. Jets, and accuſed with aſſociating, in great 
Familiarity, with Publicans and Sinners: For he not only; 
behav'd himſelf with the greateſt Affability towards thoſe, 
who had embrac'd. the. Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and who: 
entertain'd him with the higheſt Marks of: Eſteem and Ho- 


ſpitality; but with regard to thoſe who were licentious, 


and who never gave themſelves the Trouble to inquire, 
about Religion, there was no overbearing Treatment, no 


Inſult, Scorn, or Calumny made uſe of. 


AND yet, this Humility and Gent leneſs of Nature, this 
amiable Integrity and Inoffenſiveneſs of Behaviour, great 
as it appears to be, was equalled by a Benevolence and a. 


Good-will to all Men, put in practice as often as the 


Wants and Wiſhes of ey ery one he. met with gave him 
an Opportunity. 

A vERx ſhort Appeal. to-thoſe ſacred Writings which 
teſtify concerning him, will convince us, that doing Good. 
was not only. the End of his Coming into the World, 
but was likewiſe. the whole Buſineſs and Employment of 


his Life, from the firſt Period of his Uſefulneſs. to the 


lat Hour of his Incarnation. There is no one who has 


ever read his Hiſtory in the Four Goſpels, but muſt neceſ- 
farily have made this very Obſeryation ; and that no Diffe- 

. rence of Nation, larereſt, 

"A | _ | ; Con- 


or Religion, was cycr brought into 


(a3) 
Conſideration; when there Was an Seda for his Aſſi- 
ſtance to the Bodies or the Souls of Men. 


THE Fews indeed were govern'd by theſe Wa 


rable Diſtinctions in the Exerciſe of wean They 


even violated the Laws of Nature towards thoſe who 


had not the ſame Opinion, and the ſame Zeal with them: 


They maintained it to be unlawful to converſe with any 


who were not externally very pious; but to be much 


more unjuſtifiable, to have any Commerce or Acquaintance 


with thoſe who were of another Nation: But, quite the 


contrary to all this,. Our :Saviour's Deſign being to pro- 
mote. the Peace. and Happineſs of the World, and the 


chief Law of his Inſtitution. being the Law of univerſal 


Love, ſo he ſhew'd the moſt diſintereſted Regard,. in his 


own Behaviour, to the general Tranquillity and pang | 


of Mankind. 


THERE is an Inſtance in his Example of the great 
Senſe he had of Humility and Benevolence, and how much 
it was his Deſire that they ſhould be the diſtinguiſhing Cha- 


racteriſticks of the Preachers of his Religion; and which, 


as it is plainly to the preſent Purpoſe, it may not be im- 


proper to relate. When he found his Hour approaching, 
in which he was to depart out of this World, and return 


* 


to his Father, who had ſent him, this being the laſt Time 


of eating with his Diſciples before his Death, in great Hu- 


mility, and ſo as to leave a laſting Impreſſion of his exem-. 
plary Kindneſs and Good- nature on their Minds, he roſe 


up from Supper, and, after the Manner of the Few 


Servants, prepar d himſelf to waſh and clean their Fect. 
When this Ceremony was finiſh'd with the greateſt Con- 


deſcenſion, he then reſum'd his former Character and Ap- 


parel, and addreſſed them in the following Manner: 


we Though you all acknowledge me to be of infinitely 
< greater Dignity and Authority than yourſelves; though 
you call me your Lord and Maſter, and pay me the Ve- 


L neration and Regard of en yet you may perceive that 
MA have - 


* 


Tas) 


©] have perform d, with great Chearfulneſs and Pleaſure, 


< the meaneſt and moſt ſervile Office: And therefore, if 
es Jou are ſincere in your Imitation of my Example, and 


e your Obſervance of my Precepts, how much more 
« ought you, with all Readineſs and Good-will, to con- 
« ſult each other's Happineſs, who, in Compariſon of me, 
« are all of you really but Equals and Fellow-ſervants? 
I have here ſet you a Pattern of Humility and Aſſiſtance 


* to my Inferiors; I have, by this Inſtance, made it appear 


< of how much Importance to my Religion is the Prac- 
< tice of theſe Virtues; and, to ſhew you that it is of the 
< utmoſt Conſequence to your Happineſs, I muſt obſerve 


nN 


* to you, as a farther Recommendation, that if it is not 
_ < the Diſpoſition and the Temper of your Minds at pre- 
< ſent, and if it does not appear in your Converſations | 


“ to be habitual and ſincere, it is in vain for you to ex- 
4 pet the Felicities of that State which I am now with- 
< drawing to; the Pleaſures of which await, and will, 
l ina great meaſure, depend upon the Attainment of that 

humane and engaging Diſpoſition which accompanies the 


< Exerciſe of what is called Humility, . Friendſhip, and 
c Benevolence.“ In ſhort, the whole Series of our bleſ- 


| fed Saviour's Conduct was, in all Reſpects, becoming the 
Author of a Religion deſign'd as an Improvement upon the 


Law of Nature; and which muſt therefore neceſſarily in- 
culcate the Practice of Humanity, as the great Principle of 
Action, without which all Society whatſoeyer muſt be 


miſerable. And now, if our Saviour's Example was ſo 
illuſtrious by the conſtant and invariable Practice of theſe 
Virtues; if what chiefly diſtinguiſh'd him as a Preacher 


of real Righteouſneſs, was an inoffenſive Deportment, 


full of Gentleneſs and Humility, and a careful Attention, 
from a Principle of Benevolence, to the Wants and Infir- 
mities of Mankind; then hence we may be convinced, 


what ſort of Meaſures it is the Duty of the Teachers of | 


2 Chriſtianity to _ that they _ recommend it to the 
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World i in mY way of Life and Rauen We may learn, 
that they ſhould not only endeavour, as much as poſlible, 
to ſhew in their own Lives the Advantage of every Vir- 
tue which they enforce upon other Men, but that princi- 
pally as the Miniſters of the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
great Exemplar of Meeknefs and Simplicity, they ſhould 
be eminent for the Practice of a thorough; unaffected Gen- 
tleneſs of Nature, void of Pride and Diſſimulation; and 

an uniform Intention, of Uſefulneſs and Good-will, which 
every way adorn and recommend a Chriſtian. | 
TE E moſt obvious Characteriſtick of the Religion which 
our Saviour taught us, as appears from a Review of all 
his Precepts and Example, was the Love of Mankind in: 
its utmoſt Latitude and Extent; and if thoſe who profeſs 

_ themſelves the Miniſters of this Religion, would have it” 
thought that they are in earneſt, and would really perſuade. 
Men of the Truth of what they ſay, it muſt certainly be 
neceſſary to ſhew, in the Peace and Purity of their own 

| Manners, that they believe it themſelves to be a true Inſti- 
tution, requiring from its Profeſſors an habitual Confors 
mity to the Rules. which it preſcribes them. It muſt cer- 
tainly become thoſe. whoſe Province it is to teach the Vir- 
tues of Chriſtianity, as Things that are eſſential to the- 
preſent and the future Happineſs of Mankind, to give them 
all the Advantage poſlible, by the moſt conſpicuous Exer- 
cife in their own Lives and Temper ;-and to let the World 
ſee, by an evident Demonſtration, what an. Ornament to 
Nature is the Spirit of this Religion, and how very ami- 

able the Chriſtian makes the Man. 


| HAvIxG taken this view of the Inſtructions and Ex- | 
ample which the Teachers of Chriſtianity ſhould exhibit 
to the World, as Men appointed by its Author to be a2 
Light to others i in it, there remains nothing more at pre- 
ſent but to "— Theſe Reflections, i in a * that may 
be | 
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be of Advantage to thoſe, for whoſe Ute the Occaſion now 


before us will juſtify their being confin' d. 

AN p if it cannot but be acknowledged, that, according 
to the Chriſtian Principles, a true Deſcription has now been 
given of the Buſineſs and the Office of the Miniſters of 


8 Chriſtianity, there can then be no occaſion of any Argu- 


ments to perſuade them, of how much Importance to the 
World, and to the whole Order itſelf, is their acquitting 
themſelves decently of the Duties of their Station, by lead- 


ing Men in the Knowledge of the Practice of Religion. 


THEeiR whole Errand, it is very evident, is to incul- 


cate ſuch Virtues as not only conduce to procure the Feli- 
cities of a future State of Being, but which, at the ſame 
time, are neceſlary to ſecure the Peace and Welfare of 
Community: And as they have all deſirable Opportunities 
to promote Knowledge and Inquiry, and to-cultivate the 


Diſpoſitions which make Men Wiſe and Good; ſo, Whilſt 


- they are thus employing the Power which the Nature of 


their Office gives them, and in this glorious Purſuit of 


doing Good to others, their Abilities and their Learning 


are exerted, it muſt be own'd that they are of eminent 


Service to Mankind; and inſtead of being the Peſt and In- 


cumbrance of Society, as they have ſo much of late been 


invidiouſly repreſented, they will then have a Right to the 


utmoſt Reſpect and Reverence from the People, and will 
not be more deſirous to aſſert their Claim to it, than others 


will be to acknowledge and ſupport it. 


For, whilſt it is the continual Endeavour of ſo * 


a Body of Men as the preſent Chriſtian Clergy, by a Courſe 
of ſuch Inſtruction and Example as has been mention'd, 
to teach and illuſtrate the Love of God and one another; 
and, by the Motives peculiar to the. Chriſtian Doctrine, to 


enforce. the Beauty of Virtue, and the Deformity of Vice, 

it is impoſlible but that Society muſt reap great Advantage 

from it; in n general, Order muſt OY be promoted, 
Ini 
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Iniquity muſt be diſcountenanc'd, Peace and Honeſty muſt 
flouriſh, and Truth and Love prevail. | 
WurLsT the whole Deſign of their publick Teaching 
is to perſuade Men to imitate the Perfections of God, and 
to renounce thoſe Sins and Follies which Nature and their 
Paſſions have too favourably entertain'd; whilſt, inſtead of 
leading Mankind into the Errors of any particular and dif- 
putable Opinions, they confine themſelves in teaching the In- 
ſtitution of our Saviour, and rather than inſiſt upon the Ori- 
ginal and the Sacredneſs of their Office, they recommend 
the divine Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, and the internal Cha- 
racter and Amiableneſs of his Religion, they muſt ſurely 
be of Weight and Conſequence to the World, without 
Envy and Contempt from any one who is not an Enemy 
to Mankind; and, by promoting the Diſpoſitions which 
make Men love each other, muſt gain Eſteem themſelues. 
Bor further, whilſt their Behaviour may be look'd upon 
as an Evidence of the Truth of what they ſay; and they 
manifeſt that Humility, Gentleneſs, and Forbearance, fo 
conſpicuous in the Religion which they profeſs themſelves 
the Teachers of ; whilſt they prefer Benevolence, and doing 
Good, to the Views of Intereſt and Ambition; and by 
their own Example, endeavour to promote the Peace and 
Tranquillity of the Publick, it cannot be but that their 
Influence muſt neceſſarily be diſcerned in the Increaſe of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs; and, corrupt as the World is, 
and however loth to own it, that the Inſtitution muſt be : 
of the higheſt and moſt important Service. 
Fox, if they value themſelves only for the Uſeful- 
neſs of their Character, and ſpend their Zeal about 
the Daties inſtead of the Titles which attend it, there 
is no one but will acknowledge that they act a wiſe 
and honeſt Part: And as all Men are ready to reycrence, 
according to the Meaſure in which they fee another 
virtuous, and willing to do Good, ſo, for one of this 
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1 
of his ſacred Profeſſion, and the Sanctity of his Character, : 
is the moſt likely Method which he can poſlibly make uſe 
of, to bring Religion and its Miniſters into the moſt abſo- 
late Contempt. 

Bor ſurely, to be pointed to conduct our Fellow- 
creatures to the Attainment of their preſent and their fu- 
ture Happineſs, without any of the Names and Ornaments 
which bear it Company, is a great illuſtrious Character: 
And whilſt the Clergy thus employ themſelves, and make 
| the Salvation of Mankind of much more Concern to them 
than the Purſuit of Power and Riches, it is placing their 
Character in the moſt amiable Point of View, and cannot 
fail of procuring them as much Reſet as a good Man 
can wiſh for, or a wiſe Man will pay. 

THrEeRe's need of nothing to enhance and add a Luſtre 
to this Dignity from the Qualifications which ſecular Powers 
can confer; for the Honour of the Function depends in- 
tirely on themſelves; and he who teaches and lives like 
a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Inſtructions and Example 
are thus evidently. calculated to promote the Peace and 
Holineſs of Mankind, tho' his Place, in this Order, ſhould 
be the loweſt that is poſſible, is yet full as conſiderable, 
and as real a Light of the World, as he who is inveſted 
with the moſt pompous State and Title: For the Credit, 
the Reverence, and the Succeſs of Chriſt's Diſciples, who 
had not ſo much as the Countenance of Authority to ſup- 
port them, were derived merely from a Doctrine worthy 
of the Wiſdom and the Counſel of the Moſt High, and 
from a Behaviour exactly ſuitable to the great Importance 
of their Commiſſion. 

AND as long as thoſe who ſucceed them in this Office 
will continue the ſame Precepts, and the fame good De- 
meanor, full of prudent Condeſcenſions to the Wants and 
Weakneſſes of their Fellow-creatures, they muſt neceſſa- 
rily recommend themſelves with great Advantage to the 
World; and notwithſtanding ſuch Humiliry, need be in 
| | = 5 0 


191 


ſort of Pain about the Dignity of the prieſthood, which 
may be very much adyanc'd indeed, but cannot poſſibly 
ſuffer by ſuch Management. 

AND therefore, to conclude... Reproaches 
are caſt upon the whole Profeſlion, without any Diſtincti- 
ons, can never be applied with any ſort of Propriety to 
thoſe who thus adorn their Doctrine and Converſation by 
a Reſemblance of the Copy which Chrift himſelf hath 
ſet them. Theſe are Things which may have taken their 
Riſe indeed from the Abſurdities which have been taught, 
and the Vices which have been practis d by ſome who have 
_ afſum'd this Character; (and where is there a Profeſſion 
Without weak and wicked Men belonging to it?) but be- 
ing thrown out at random upon a whole Order of Men, 
whole Inſtitution appears founded on the beſt and wiſeſt 
Reaſons, inſtead of fixing Ridicule where it is ſo indiſ- 
creetly pointed, they muſt rather bring Contempt upon 
thoſe who propagate and encourage ſuch Malevolence: 
And though it may be reaſonably preſum'd, that the greater 
Part of this Body, by their own good Senſe and Virtue, 
will be ſecure againſt the Scorn which uſually attend In- 
vectives of this N ature; yet, iſ there are any who teach 
Doctrines which are evidently inconſiſtent with the Goſpel 
of Jcſus Chriſt, or who live in ſuch a Manner as beſpeaks 
their Disbelief and Want of all Religion, it is no Wonder 
that they have the Efforts of Wit and Malice, as well as 
the juſt Indignation of Truth and Virtue, to contend with. 

Bur, let it once become the Endeavour of every Per- 
ſon diſtinguiſh' d by this Character, to form his Precepts 
and Example after the Pattern of the Author and the Fi- | 
niſher of our Faith; let every one conſider, that the origi- 
nal Deſign and Eſtabliſhment of their Office was to be 
the Servants of the People for the ſake of Chriſt, to 
promote the Glory of Gol on high, Peace on Earth, and 
Good-will to Men: And let all of them but act accord- 
ing to this Sentiment in every Part of Life, and there 

- can 
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The greateſt 
Rei pre the good Effects of Truth and Righteouſneſs in 


1 Vorld will chen be very viſible, and they that are 
= thus will appear as the Brightneſs of the Firmament; the 


Whole Order will derive from it the higheſt Honour which 
Il.,nmhis Life can give them, and in the Other, they will ſhine 
ltcte the Stars for ever and euer. „ 
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dation for any Blame or Cenſure. 
tble Advantage will thence accrue to our 
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